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A FUNERAL SERMON. 
WLQQOLOO LOO D2, 


HIEBREws VI. ro. 


Which hope we have as an anchor of 


the Soul, both fure and ftedfaft, 
and which entereth into that within 
the vail, | 


“gr OW beautiful and {triking are the fige 
m@ ures of facred writ! And kind were 


the condefcenfions of its adorable Au- 





thor in ufing them. In compaffion to the eye of 


human intellect, weak in itfelf, but made ftill wea 
Ker by that guilty lapfe which at once extinguifhed 
the candle of the Lorp within, he never lets down 


divine 
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bs Ory 
divine light upon it, without a veil—he ftoops to 
talk with us after the manner of men. Intending 
to enlighten the underftanding, whije he reforms 
the heart, he lowers fpirttual objects gently down 
within the ken of mortals. Attentive to the ftate 
of Bae fhattered faculties, he clothes, in a familiar 
drefs, things which, if prefented in their naked ef- 
fence, would rather dazzle than inftruct: Confci- 
ous that their native luftre, infufferable to the fenfe 
of creatures fo degenerate, would aftonifh without 


entertaining, would confound, but not improve. 


Osviovus is the occafion for this remark, fur- 
nifhed by the facred fentence which ftands at the 
head of this difcourfe, It carries an elegant allufi- 
onto the Hoty or Hourgs in the Jewifh temple, 
That inmoft apartment of the venerable ftructure 
was feparated from the reft, by a curtain’ of coftly 
materials, and curious workmanfhip, which con- 
cealed, even from the eyes of the priefts who ferved 
at the altar, the ark of. the covenant, the throne: of 
mercy, and the other myfterious furniture of that 

' moft holy place. . Into it no entrance was permit~ 
ted, 
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ted, except to the High Prieft alone; and he en- 
joyed that priviledge, only on the day of the anni- 
verfary atonement. This impenetrable recefs was 
formed as atype of heaven. Like it, that olori- 
ous manfion of the Deity was veiled from human 
fight, not only by the film on the depraved eye, 
but even by the darknefs of the fymbols then ufed 
to reprefent the object, and the weaknefs of the 
means employed to cure and to affift the fenfe. In= 
vifible was the hand by which this veil was rent 
from top to bottom, and memorable the occafion 
of it. It was at that awful hour, when the expir- 
ing Jesus finifhed the typical difpenfation: and 
having, together with his life and foul, poured out 
that’ precious all-atoning blood which cleanfeth 
from all fin, he made his ‘folemn entry into the 
prefence-chamber on high; catryine with him the 
indelible marks of that wondrous facrifice: in vir- 
tue whereof he ever continues to fuftain the cha- 
racter of the advocate of his. redeemed, and the 
High Prieft of their Profeffiion. 


‘THENCEFOR’’A was the veil withdrawn. All the 


flories of the heavenly houfe were open to the eye 
. of 
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es 
of faith ; and all its blifs acceffible to believing fin- 
ners in every clime. The everlafting doors were 
unbarred, and all nations invited to enter and par- 
take of the unfpeakable enjoyments there; even as 


the cities of refuge in the holy land, whofe gates 


were never fhut, were ever bidding welcome to the 


endangered fugitive, from. whateyer place he {ped 
his way. Stripped of the difguife of fhading types, 
heavenly things are reprefented through a fair mir- 
foir i in the golpel, and become: the objects of moft 
ardent defire. . Nor fhall the longing foul .remain 
_ unfatisfied. The pafiage is opened by the great 
Fore-runner. The way is made plain: and the 
. 


great realities of the houfe -not made with hands, 


may now be confi fidered 2 as the objects of HOPE. 


Ir is in'reference to this glorious truth, that the 
fpoltle here {peaks of that within the veil, “Tater 
it in the-moft pleafing light, he employs the affec- 
ting figures in the text. - Perafing i it with attention, 
we are made’ to contemplate the faithful foul as 
fome ftately fhip, richly laden,’ failing for the fair 
baven of celeftial blifs: and after the toflings «of 
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a boifterous voyage, fafely reaching the defired 
port:: 2 es; even before admittance into the har- 
bour of reft, riding at anchor at the harbour’s 
mouth, fecurely defying alike the roaring billows 


and furrounding rocks. 


Tue anchor by which it rides is here explained 
as the go/pel-bope. ‘This, to many, feems to point to 
Curist himfelf: and defervedly has he been ftyled 
the believer’s hope; as his glorious righteoufnefs 
and perfect mediation are the only juft ground of 
any finner’s hope of juftification and eternal life.— 
Yn this view he is exhibited in the gofpel; and fo 
may. be called the hope fet before us: to him, as 
fuch, the defpairing finner flees for refuge: and on 
him for this end the believer’s faith Jays bold. Thus 
an eafy fenfe 1s found: in that claufe of the text 
which tells us, that this hope entereth into that 


within the veil. 


Tuts expofition, however, will not exclude that 
which confiders hope in an objective fenfe, as de- 
noting the good things hoped for, and to be enjoy- 
ed within the veil; nor hinder our agrecing” with 
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the interpreters who choofe to explain it of the 





grace of hope itfelf, as aCtually exercifed in the be» 
lieving heart; this may moft naturally be called a 
hope which we have. Nor will its being faid to 
enter within the yeil, form any obje@ion again# 
this interpretation ; in as much as the objeéts there 
.are realized by it, and, by a happy anticipation, in 


a meafure, already enjoyed. 


Nor defigning to wink out of fight either of the 
other fenfes, we deem it fair to give this early 
warning, that it is to the laft we give the prefer- 
ence ; and to it mean chiefly to adhere in the fe- 
quel of this difcourfe. In this view, then, let the 
meaning and propriety of the figures in the text be 
faid open; that through them we may come at the 
improvement now defigned. And, for this pur- 


pote, fuffer me to confider 


I. In what refpeéts the fouls of believers here 


on earth may be compared to a Ship. And 


II. How the hope of the gofpel may be faid 


to ferve that fhip as her theet-auchor. 
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I, In what refpects they are fet forth by the 


emblem of a sHIP. 


EvipDENT it is, that fuch is the allufion defigned 
in the text; fince that only can juftify the writer in 
applying an anchor to the foul. Anchors are a fort 
of utenfils peculiar to veffels that float on the wate- 
ry element. To whatever object they are affigned 
as a neceflary appurtenance, that we are directed to 
contemplate under the notion of a fhip; under- 
{tanding that appellation, in the mean time, as com- 


mon to ail forts of veffels ufed for navigation, 


Nor caa it reafonably be denied, that this whole 
fpeech relates peculiarly to believing fouls, and that, 
only during their prefent embodied ftate; for of futh 


only can it be affirmed, that Gop has given them 





the promife ratified that promife by au oath— 
and fecured them ftrong confolatipn thence. To 
-fuch only it belongs to have fled to the gofpel-re- 


fuge—or laid hold of the hope there fet before them. 


Thefe alone can be faid to have that hope fure and He 
ftedfaft. None elfe can claim a fure intereft in 


jesus as entered into heaven for them, ecithe 
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their fore-runner, or their high prief: for, of thefe 
two relations, the one fuppofes followers, who oc- 
cupy the way which he hath cleared, and arrive at 
the manfion which he has taken up for them; and 
in the other is implied, a connexion with a party 
reconciled to Gop by his facrifice, and preparing 


for glory by virtue of his interceffion, 


Between fhips and fouls no parallel can be run, 


with regard to any fimilarity in their natures, or 
original frame, ‘The one isa piece of inert matter, 


fafhioned by human fkill; the other a fpirit crea- 
ted immediately by the hand of the Atmicuty: * 
that is vifible and perifhing; this cannot be per- 
| ceived by organs of fenfe,—nor fuffer diffolution 
at the death of the body, Simplicity of nature 
mutt ever enfure immortality ; under a government 


where the annihilation of a created being can 


take no place. + Y et, 


4 


Numerous are the circumftances in which the 
parallel will hold: and in them the propriety of the 
metaphor is very apparent. On forme of thefe, 

then, 


ha AS baie ¢ Mat. 10. 28, 
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then, let us fix our contemplations for a moment, 
And, on fome only. For the time would fail ta 
review the feveral parts of this curious machine; 
and trace the beauty of accommodating their re- 
{pettive ufes to thofe of the faculties of a rational 
foul; or to the graces of one when regenerated and 
fanctified by the sprrir of Gop, Pleafant and 
entertaining as it might be to confider how this 
metaphorical feip wfes confcience for its helm—the 
underftanding—judgment—and reafan for its matts 
-—and makes fails of its affections :—How educa- 
tion fupplies the place of carving and gilding ;—~ 
how the paffions often founder it, by carrying too 
much fail ;—how pride overfets it, by rigging too 
taunt—-or how affumed profeffions deceive and 
ruin many, by hanging out falfe colours and failing 
under a flag, under which they mean not to fight; 
oat fuch things muft now be waved. To enter 
into them, muift be the labor of a volume, rather 


than of a finele difcourfe, But, 


It ts impoffible to avoid paufing, to admire the 





excellence of the model of this curious work of 
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God: furpaffing all the other known parts of the 

























lower world, as far as a well-built fhip exceeds evs 


ery other work of art performed by man. 


Nor can any words fufficiently deplore that 
guilty lapfe of human nature, by which this veffel 
of honor, was, at its firft launching into the ocean 
of life, dafhed to pieces on the rock of prefumpti- 
on ;—-and there, in an unhappy moment, caft away, 
and condemned as utterly unfit for fervice! Alas! 
Adam, how poor a pilot is man! And how great 
the hazard of trufting his foul to his own keeping, 


at his beft efta‘e, 


| How glorious, then, was the grace of the gener- 
| ous owner; that, inftead of fetting fire to the wreck, 
‘as might have been expected, was pleafed to refolve 
on repairing its ruins: and, that although he well 
“knew the fcheme of re-building this would coft in- 
finitely more than building anew one. “That could 
have been done by a word: this muft expend the 
beft treafure in heaven. It mutt coft the life of the 
great proprietor’s only and well-BELovED San. Q, 
-aftonifhing love! that could fet fuch value on a 
| thing 
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thing now become unworthy of his care; fitted on+ 
ly to be left the darkfome den of wild and furiows 


beats, or the dreary abode of every unclean bird ! 


From the refources of power and fkill in that 
Holy Spirit, who was the divine undertaker of this 
work, as well as from the infinite price laid down 
to defray the expence, reafon would conclude that, 
in re-building the moral powers of a foul depraved 
and fhipwrecked in Adam, but redeemed by Cari, 
no pains will be fpared—no part overlooked—nor 
any thing omitted which was neceffary to finifh a- 
new this wondrous piece, on which JeHovan’s 
heart was fo ftrangely fet ; and to make the glory 


of the fecond ftructure greater than that of the firit. 


Nor was the expectation difappointed. For ev- 
ery material was purchafed by ImManueEt’s blood ; 
and is now laid in bountifully by the gracious ow- 
ner. The Almighty Spirit begins the building ; 
every piece is hewn by the law in a work of con- 


viction—every faculty purged from fin and guilt 


by the great atonement, received by faith—every 


plank bent by the fire of divine love—all renewed 


and 


RR mae 





















nd fitted to their place and ufe,. by the invincible 
energy of fovereign grace ; and the fabric finifhed 
in every part according to the model drawn in the 
council‘of peace—and publifhed in the gofpel— 
which is now opened on the mental eye by divine 
illumination, willingly received into the heart, and 
leaves its imprefs and image there: It is true, in 
tegeneration nothing is perfected to the degree fi- 
nally intended ; the progreffive work of fanttificati- 
on is {till wanted to finith all; yet, even in this 
firft act of omnipotent grace, the principle of every 
holy and virtuous exercife is fupplied, and every 


part of the new creatike formed. 


| Drstinep for.a voyage every way important, 
and in feas where many dangers muft be faced ; 
| this new-built veffel will find nothing more needful 
than 2 good Jdotiom. If faith is not of the right 
fort—if its articles, which ferve as planks and tim- 
bers to the fhip, are rotten, or unfound at heart— 
if they are not confiftent with each other, and thas 
ped fo as to fay compactly together ; or—if each ig 
not well fecured by bolts of the durable metal of 


eternal 
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eternal truth, brought from the mine of divine r& 
velation—and if all is not caulked by the powerful 
cement of divine love and redeeming blood ; in a 
-word—if Curist is not the tole foundation, and 
his finithed righteoufnefs the erand fecurity, on the 


flighteft ftrokes of trial the ams open, or the veffel 


bilges, and all on board is lof. 


By active converfion the redeemed foul is launch- 
ed into the deeps. From that hour the begins to 
move in.a new element. The farther the proceeds, 

the greater depths furround and amaze her. Depths 
of divine counfels now appear, hitherto unknown, 
and ftill unfathomable by any creature’s line ;— 
depths of latent corruptions within herfelf terrible, 
yet unexplored ; every glympfe af whic ch, at once, 


4 


humbles and affrights ; s—depths of divine Provi 


dence, too, whete mercies and judgments—dangers 


and deliverances rife up to view, and all appear 


mytterious and inexplicable. She floats on an o- 


cean of trouble and diftrefs. Here, temptations fer 


fire to the appetite there, the worms of re- 





maining corruption gnaw through the reo! lution, 
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or deftroy the bottom. Anon, divine defertionis 
leave her loft in.the fogs ef darknefs, doubts and 
fears—deep calls unto deep. Dangers croud thick. 
Woes tread on each other’s heels ;—and wave fol- 
lows wave '—WNor let us think our difafters fingu- 
lar, becaufe we meet with thefe. From all expe- 
riences of this fo: e is exempted who tries the 
ocean-fwell. If they are mitigated, let our thank- 
falnefs encreafe: and when the trouble becomes 
heavier—let it wean us more effectually from all 
below—and kindie in our breafts more ardent long- 
ines for the fweet ferene above. Nor may the 
chriftian repine at his afflictions :—he could not do 
without them :—ho mean is oftener made effectual 
to break the force of inbred evils, and lay idols in 
the duft; even as the boiling of the furnace while 
it keeps the metal in commotion—feparates the 
drofs—and the unceafing trouble of the reftlefs o- 
cean is neceffary to keep its waters pure. Con- 
templating the ficklenefs of this inconftant world, 
let us not overlook the ufeful inftru&tions we may 
gather from it. Whilft we behold it likethe unquiet 
ocean in perpetual flux, now flowing, and now eb- 


bing--« 
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bing—we know not how ;-—at this moment rifinge 
to the higheft pitch; and falling, the next, to the 
loweft degree, we cannot tell why ;—let not a pr of- 
perous’tide of fortune puff us up—nor carking 
care torment us when dejected. Equanimity, in 
all cafes, becomes the man who owns a Providence. 
He knows that the God who fets bounds to the 
foaming deep, can quickly change the horizon— 

and will not fail to limit his diftrefs and comfort, 


with the exacteft fitnefs, 


Bounp to. take her trial on this reftlefs element,, 


the fhip we confider, muft not only be furnifhed. 
with upper works fuited to fuch’ a bottom; but 
provided too. with every needful inftrument, before- 
fhe puts to fea. And, O ! what kind attention has 
her gracious owner paid, that nothing neceflary 


be lacking. 


A Compa/s, rightly touched and incapable of va- 
tiation, is afforded in the facred fcriptures ; and by 


this her way may be fafely directed, in the darkeft 





night. By divine illumination the believer is fur- 
nifhed with a Quadrant, by which to take the fun, 
and 
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thus to difcover his own latitude, or . 
diftance from the Jive of re&titude and fteady light ; 


But in vain fhall the moft experienced feaman ap- | 
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and the horizon is clea r, 


Ah! how many hath 


fatan decoyed to acc cept of his pilotage, and fteer: 
by his direétion, until he had Jed them far out of 


1 


‘heir courte, and tclled them on to the mouth of 
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fhe guipa of deipondency—where not thing appear- 


ed but rocks on one hand, and quick-fands on the 


other :—and all this by his havine g¢ firft perfuaded 


xem to neglecé the ufe of their quadrant to exam- 


ine and mark their true Gtua ition, whilft the fun of 
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it] 


ions from the fai]- 


4 


men ciouds and dark. 





ry Cr 
ihe op iy ~ 


‘ny-glafs of faith | 


: 
re ie a if 
nefis are round about them’! 


a Rai t eC Or is 
frya (> + mieawer te AInectre mr 
rve€ tO aitcover tne ai pects OL 





the {tarry hea- 





4 Vo 
eo crt 


odeicry the approaches of ar enemy—and to 








a Sr Went he c q I ¢ et 4 SS as yee WA sit 
ring near the land that is far of. Whilft the 







e 
patr matin: 


pa fanple the heen 
icil-cxamination fupply the believing foul 







with a Logline and. Lead, by which it may daily 
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and find its longitude, and diftance, both from the 
place of its departure, and the defired port. Long- 
ing expectation of the bleft moment of arrival there 
fets up a Sand-gla/s, by which we are taught to 
mark the hours as they pafs—to redeem the time— 


knowing we mutt reckon for it—and fenfible that 


not one hour muft pafs unmarked in the journal of 
our voyage. Elereby we are admonifhed of the 
minute when the watch mutt be renewed ; left the 
fteers-man fleep—the hands flacken their diligence 
in duty—the veflél lofe its way, and ftorms or ene- 
mies catch her Boe Precious time! - how 
hafty thy flicht! And how ; important too: an eter- 
nity depending en every waving of thy wing! O, 

that chriftians would more fteadily confult their fal - 

ling fands, and renew their watch more frequently | 

Words cannot exprefs what many have loft by an 
unwatchful hour. Ah! David, for this thy peni- 
tential agonies ! and, Peter, thy throbbing heart and 


bitter weepings, paid down for this a painful price! 


Bur to try the Pump, will be no lef neceffary 


at every hour, than it is to fhift the watch at the ap- 
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pointed moment: and for this purpofe, the eye of fins 
cere repentance, which goes down to the bottom of 
the heart, and weeps out the ftinking bilge-water 
of every luft; anfwers as the Pump-rod, which firit 
defcends and difcovers the ftate of things within ; 
and then fetches up, and cafts out, what may have 
eaked there unperceived ;—but would foon gain 


head and fink the veffel, if neglected, 


Iw the ocean of life, where we fall in daily with, 
fo many fail, fteering different courfes, O that chrif-. 
tians would copy the faithful, but bold benevolence 
which feamen fhew to feamen, of all countries, and 
under all colours! With what prudent kindnefs, 
then, would they hail each other—and know their 
deftination. How readily would they anfwer to thofe- 
that afked them whither they are bound.—-How 
modeftly would they give account of their fetting out 
—of their adventures, of the ftate of their cargo, and. 
offer a reafon of the hope that is in them, with meek- 
nefs and fear!* ‘To enable believers thus to become: 
helps, directors, and comforters to one another—. 


and. 
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and thoroughly to furnifh them for every good work 
—-their gracious owner hath put on board, a Si/vera 
Trumpet ; which never gives a falfe, nor an uncer- 


tain found: the Go/pe/ will tell the glad tidings to 
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all that come within reach. 


guage which believers, of all nations—and parties, 
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It will fpeak a lan- 


will underftand. In that {peech of Canaan, they 


all may converfe together ; however they differ in 


other matters: and all that underftand it will be 


pleafed to keep company, to hold communion with 


each other, as far as the feafons and their abilities 


will admit, 


Arms, too, are neceffary for the fecurity of the 


voyage: and fee how completely the owner has 


equipped the fhip at his own expence! We find an 


inventory of the armoury drawn out and left on 


record. ( Eph. 6. 14—18. ) 


Burt all would fail, if a cable and anchor were 


not allowed: and the text informs us; that the 


grace of hope fupplies the place of the one; as 


that of faith ftands for the other, 
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T'xus completely furnithed for a voyage, thig 
goodly fhip takes in her lading. The various eifts 
and graces of the Holy Ghoff—the hopes and com. 
forts arifing from their exercifes—the. bracelets— 
the fignets—the itaffs—the evidences and manifeft- 


ations of divine favor 





gold tried in the fire *— 
goodly pearls felected from the treafure of unfearch- 
able riches in Chrift }—and, in a word, all the {pecial 
furniture—privileges—enjoyments—and experien- 
ces of the true believer, bought for him by the 
blood of his dying Redeemer, are now put on 
board by the hand of the fpirit of fan&tification: by 
whom, at’ the fame time, every needful ftore is laid 
in, by the precious promifes and glorious truths of the 
gofpel ; of which a fpirit of prayer and faith keeps 
the key: and on which the believer may fate 
fumptuoufly every day, and drink the waters of life 
freely. { Whilft the natural faculties and moral 
powers, being all fanétified, voluntarily enlift- 
ed in the fervice of God, and freely dedicated to 


his ufe—are now fhipped as hands on board. 


BounpD 
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Bounp for the New Jerusa.em, the celeftial 
ity of the living Gop, the foul thus equipped, re- : 
ceives failing orders by the infpired oracles ; which 
command her to forfake all—to deny herfelf—to 
take up her crofs and follow the Lamb whitheft 
ever he goeth: fhe waits but for a wind. Without 
this the cannot move: nor will the trueft helm, t 
or ableft fteers-man be of any fervice. If fincerely 
defirous to proceed, fhe will take care to have all 
things in readinefs—all hands on board—waiting, 


and wifhing for the favorable breeze. Hark, the 





humble cry, fore and aft, “ Awake. O! North 
> 3 >) 
*< wind—--blow thou South! Come, thou breath 


*« from the four winds.” O, firs! Were we in 





earneft for the voyage, we could not forget our ab- 

folute need of the fpecial influence of the Holy 

Spirit. Nor fhould we be found loitering, or off 
our duty. Prayers would afcend, with every 
breath, that the heavenly gale might {pring up.— 

Flow carefully fhould we follow our prayers with 

watching :—-heedfully marking every appearance 

of the fky, how gladly fhould we feize the frft fa- 
vorable moment, when the long wifhed opportuni- 
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[ 26 ] 
ty of fetting fail is put in our power! Eager fot 


departure we could not confent to lofe one minute 


“of fair wind. 


Witsour this difpofition all the former pre- 
parations were vain and fruitlefs. The neglect 
of one fuch feafon may prove the lofs of the voyage. 
Ah! how many negligent fouls have been made 
forely to fmart for this, whilft remaining wind- 
bound for many years. Yes, on this very account, 
every age is furnifhed with the fad fpectacle of 
numbers of unhappy wretches, who ly faft moored 
in fin and unbelief all the days of their lives. For 
the failor, who had flept of ftrageled while the fair 
wind lafted, to hoift all fails, and heave up when 
the gale is over, is’labor no lefs vain and ufelefs— 
than is the fatigue of the loiterer, who travels to 
the place of embarkation, in order to take his paf~ 
{age after the veffel is gone to fea. O that all might 
remember, then, the blefied tydings, behold, now 1s 
the accepted time! Bebold, now is the day of falva- 
dion! * Improve the day of grace :—it flies on the 


wings 


* =. Cor, 6 2 


7 


apa TR SEE a ra a TS 





shat iat behniesetevesateieieseieietase gees Me atudiase irs tpesdtydeaes ts 
Paint eeu evar a Ser 





[ i 


wings of time:—Once gone, it returns no more 
for ever! He that comes a minute after it expires, 


comes too late ! 


Nor may the faireft gale entice the foul to fea, 
until the heavenly pilot is fent for, and taken on 
board. Bleffed Jefus ! Without thee we can do 
nothing. To.thee muft we turn. our eyes in every 
difficulty : and cry in thine ear onevery appearance 
of danger. Thou alone, by thy Holy Spirit muft be 
the pilot! thou cantt fteer us fafe thro’ all the rocks 
and quick-fandsin our way.. We dare not truft ano- 
ther at thehelm.’ How kind. was the promife that, 
when we pafs thro’ the waters, thou wilt be with us a 


——how gracious the word that encaces thou wilt ne- 
O20 





ver leave nor forfake us yee Accept this faithful 
guide, my brethren ; 
fhape your courfe, and’ fteer your feeble bark : nor: 
dread the greateft dangers while he fits at helm ¢-- 
for no-latent rock efcapes his eye: no ftorm can 


fhake his fteady hand; nor-any danger furpafs his 
kill- 
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Tur hour ‘come, and all in readinefs—the Pilot 
gives the fignal—-the anchor is weighed, and fhe 
proceeds to fea. Nothing can furnifh an object 
more pleafing to the eye, than a gallant fhip under 
fail, fweeping the placid furface of the deep, fanned 
by a fair and gentle breeze: unlefs the holy foul, : 
it reprefents, fpreading every fail for heaven ; whilit 
kindly gales of the fpirit of all grace fwell them as 
they fpread, and benign beams of the fun of right- 
eoufnefs gild and brighten all the fcene. Such 
Halcyon-days are indulged, fome times, to the 
young convert at the beginning of his voyage. O 
improve them, my young friends, whilft they laft ! 


Thefe are the times for laying up againft a coming 


(CD 


change. For, ah! the treachery of our hearts 
quickly perverts the favor into an occafion of fpi- 
ritual pride. See, the colors of open profeffion dif 
played !—the ftreamers of confidence fly in the air! 
‘Wifhing to look more lofty than others, we hoift 
top gallants—Tet our reyals—and affect to infult, 
rather than ride on waves fo far below. Alas! how 
many have thus been overfet, in a vain-glorious 
moment : and life has been the price of that in-~ 


folence 
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folence of heart that difdained to ftoap to propor- 
tion the fail to the ballaft ! 

Tuts abufe of mercy could not hope to efcape i 
the All-penetrating eye: and the golden feafon 
fuddenly expires ! A dead calm fucceeds! The 
poor felf-admirer lays down his head in the lap of 


fome bewitching Dalilah ; and her fyren-fongs lull 





him to fleep. Now all graces lie dormant. Means 
are loft upon him. Nor word, nor ordinance can 
do him any good. The rolling billows ferve but 
to rock his flumbers.. Unmindful of her helm the 
fhip gains nothing a head. Could confcience now 
obtain a hearing, all hands would foon be roufed to 
make ready for a ftorm: the leifure of this calm 
« would not thus confume away in carnal floth. No! 
Inftead of this, the real believer, finding himfelf 
becalmed, begins. more than ever. to look out.—— 
Now is his time for examining the ftate of his. 
‘ftores and cargo—-for patching his fails, and fpli- 
cing his rigoine. Now we behold him employing 
his fpy-glafs to fee whether the coaft be clear: a- 
non he is found bufied in revifing his journal and 


adjufting 
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adjufting his reckoning :---now plying his quad= 


rant, and then comparing the obfervations of the 
day. O! firs, did we employ the hour of tran- 
quility as we ought; how little fhould we have ta 


fear from a change of weather! . And, lo! 


A change is near. While all hands are folded 
in fecurity——--and peace and fafety. fill the dream of 
all; a contrary wind is fent : difficulties arife: op~ 
pofition fprings. up, perhaps, where leaft fufpected.* 
And adverfity mutt: teach us to. lower thofe fails, 


which, in a fairer feafon, had. been fpread on pur- 


pofe to be applauded. Is not this great Baby 


** lon which I have built ?”’---was once the vain 
boaft of human pride: and “ Thy dwelling fhall 
** be with the beafts of the field, until thou know 
““ that the Most Hrew ruleth;” was the fentence 


inftantly paft, and inftantly executed upon it. + 


Humesiine providences, however, are not de-~ 
figned to drive men from duty. Will the faithful 
‘Mariner hand all fails, lath the helm, and let his veffel 


drive, 
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Hier te7te—believers, They veer with the wind. H.: 








drive, only becaufe the wind is not fair? No! Re. 
folved to lofe no opportunity, he will make the beft 
of every breeze. He will trim the fails to the wind 
——and keep his courfe as near as he can; though 
not fo near as he gladly would. And fhall the be- 
liever take the dumps—and think of quitting his 
.poft----or reftraining prayer before God, merely 
becaufe he finds fome hardfhips in the one, and no 
an{wers from the other ? Bluth, O truant, to hear 


thy cenfure from a failor’s better condué | 


Nor is the inftability of time-ferving profeffors 
a lefs melancholy object, than the cowardice of fome 
aving no 
certain point of deftination fixed in their own view, 
they are found now {tanding one way, and anon the 
reverfe. Delftitute of every other maxim than that 
of making the wind fair ; they are feen always to 


run before it wherever it blows. 


Nor fo the refolute feaman, heaven-ward bound « 
his eye-ison his compass; and by it‘he fteers.-~- 
With the Brus in his hand, he goes not to Coun- 
cils, Conclaves, nor Potentates of earth to learn his 


creed, 
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creed, or duty. Difdaining to be the dupe of pop 
ularity, he will neither embrace opinions, becaufe 
they are in fafhion---nor trim his principles, to the 
tafte of the times---nor follow the multitude to do 
evil. Undaunted by oppofition, he will cleave to 
the dictates of that facred book; arid leave the iffue 
with the orp. Refting in the confidence that, 
whatever be the appearance of difficulty for the 
ptefent, the true chriftian is iccupen on the whole ; 
he fteadily purfues his courfe ; quieting his heart 
with the perfuafion that a faint indeed will never 
fail of finding a trade-wind to heaven; and all fhall 


work together for the good of his voyage. Buty, 


Nor from winds and feas alone do the believer's 
difficulties often fpring. ‘The time is a time of war. 
The feas are foul. While the faint holds on his 
way; harmilefs as the dove, benevolent to all, and 
gladly embracing each rifing occafion of doing good 
to every object within his reach: Behold! Nation- 
al enemies give chafe; and, if he efcapes their 
hands, no fooner is he got clear, than he falls in 
with a pirate; fhe fails under friendly colors; until 
all 
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all his fufpicions ate lulled afleep ; and then, in an 
tinfufpecting moment, fhe bears down and actually 
boardshim! ‘Thus have fatan and his party been H 
accuftomed to decoy unwary fouls, until they have | 
them grappled; and no hope remains in fight. fe 
The fair deceitful enfign is fpeedily exchanged for | 
the bloody flag: and fight, or die is the only alter 
native. O what need have all to watch and pray ! 
Satan is not yet chained to his pit: *Tis no time 
to put off the harnefs. Experience bids you truft 
no colours. Keep your decks clear of the incum- 
bering lumber of lufts and cares‘ your guris load- 
ed with the ammunition of gofpel-truth and gof- 
pel promifes, brought from the divine laboratory of 
eternal wifdom and grace, by the Holy Spirit as 
And every man in his quarters; every faculty and 
every fenfe in its place, and fixed on its proper ob- 

, ject: for, before you are aware, the chain-fhot of 
forne horrible temptation may hull the fhip---difa- 
ble the mafts---deftroy the rigging-—-or endanger 
the magazine! Ah, firs! How dreadful the fcene, 

_ which fea-fights oft prefent! How fhocking to fee 
the ftately fhip going to the bottom---or falling be- 
one fore 
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fore the devouring flames: while the defpairing 





erew, with the dire fhriek, are found, now running 
frantic among decks and fhrouds---now cafting 
themfelves on the mercies of the feas-~-here catch- 
ing hold of a broken rnaft---and there drinking 
death from briny waves! What mortal, unappalled, 
furveys the {cuppers running with human gore---— 
the headlefs trunks=--the fcattered limbs---difmem- | 
bered carcafes? Whe can mufter hardihood fufi- 

cient to fupport the horrors of thundering cannon 
--falling mafts--exploding magazines--and {cream- 


ing multitudes blown up into air. 


Yer, in all thefe dreadful things, nothing is 
mingled which fhould affright the real believer. 
In the fevereft confli@ of temptations, though the 
troop may for a feafon overcome him, and the faint 
miay fuffer wounds; yet the weakeft of that name 
fhall overcome at the laft. The Captain of his fal- 
vation lives, and is at hand! F ight on, fight. on, 
then, ye chriftian warriors | Though hills amidft 
the feas be caft; nothing can deftroy you: an hair 
fhall not fall from your heads to your hurt.’ Lay 


not 
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not afide your armour. After every wound, copy 1 
the great Epamrnonpas: call for your fhield. 
Let it never be faid that you flinched from your 
colours in the hour of danger, or quitted your pott 
to an enemy; when you need only lift a cry to your 


heavenly Generar ; and your foes hall be {catters 


ed, even by his leok, 


Wauen calamities are fent to diftrefs the guilty, 
feldom do they come fingle. The enemy is fled, 
“tls true; the combat is over, and you rejoice ! 
Rejoice, ‘however, with fear. F or, fee, the clouds 
already begin to lour! The waves look all on fire! 
Hollow winds bellow; and the tempeft growls in 
the fky! Every fign declares a ftorm athand.. Per- 
haps a hurricane t---Suddenly the billows rife---- 
they foam---they run mountains high! They dafh! 
They break! How dreadful the chafms that open 
between them,---yawnine to devour! Hark, the 
awful found, that ftrikes the aftonifhed ear! °Tis 
the artillery of heaven difcharged. Mark the red 
flafhes, burfting open the doors of the clouds, and 


fetting the horizon all on flame! The gale ett- 
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creafes! The torrents pour from on high!, And 
the foaming furges fweep the decks and make. free 
paffage over the helplefs bark ! And now do the 
poor failors exhibit the affecting fcene; which Da- 
vid once painted, in fuch glowing colours in the 
107th Pfalm. Now they mount up tathe heavens; 
and now go down to the loweft deeps: their fouls 
melted becaufe of trouble : they reel, they ftagger, 


and are at their wits’ end ! 


Tuus has a public calamity fometimes made the 
ftouteft hearts of faints to tremble for the ark of 
God. Thus has a private judgment ftripped a Jon 
of all that was dear, and laid him naked on a dung- 
hill: And thus did the frown of the Most Hicu 
pull a Davin from the throne: and compel him 
to travel for his life, hare-foot over Kidron, weep- 
ing as he went, Ah! my dear friends, my heart 
bleeds to think what tempefts have beat upon fome 
of you already: And how many they have reduced 
to a miferable wreck, bereaved of the deareft and 
beft beloved of their enjoyments!! Such, and 
more direful, is the ftorm which is now poured 


down 
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down upon the mournful train before me; and fuck 


BIn, ail 





the ruins which already mark its courfe, 


How much of the duty of thefe trying feafons 
might chriftians learn from the meafures’ taken on 
board of a fhip. Do feamen, then, fpread all their 
fails, and affect to fhow to advantage? Nay: 
Even nature teaches them that feafons of judgmen t, 

e or correction, are no time for gayety. On the con- 
trary, all hands are now called up to reef---to furl, 
to hand the {ails which can be taken in confiitently 
with fafety to the fhip: hatches are barred down--- 
deadlights faftened---decks cleared----and every 
thing made faft. Safety and deliverance now is 


the fum of every with: fo far as this permits, in- 





deed, the fhip will be made to bear up and keep 
her courfe---fhewing fome fail as long as that is 
pratticable : but, when no progrefs can be made 
this way, the weary mariners will try to lye to; if 
that expedient fails, they will lay the thip a 
hull: and at laft, the encreafing violence of the 
tempeft oft compels them to yield themfelves 
up to its force; and content to betake themfelves 
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to flight, they {cud before a power which they can4 
not refift. . And does it not well become a creaturé 
thus to fall down when his maker cometh out a= 
gainft him? Did heathen failors caft over-board 
the wares, to fave the lives in Jonah’s fhip ? And 
thall the profeffed chriftian roll any luft, as a fweet 
morfel under his tongue; in the day when winds 
blow and tempefts beat from heaven againft him ? 
fh! the hardnefs and pride of the unhumbled heart ! 
“Tis dreadful to behold finners ftiffening their necks 
as an iron finew when every thing around them is 
calling them to bow ; boldiy ereéting a brow of 
brafs when their faces fhould rather be covered with 
fhame--and themfelves in the duft, proftrate at the 
feet of an angry Gop, crying unclean! unclean t 


Gop, be merciful to us. finners ! 


Hence the Father of mercies, who never afflicts 
willingly, nor erieves, for nought, the children of 
men, is morally conftrained to deal out heavier 
blows. To lay afpiring worms, where worms fhould 
lye, new tryals burft upon them. A fudden cult, 
im a moment, lays the fhip en beam-ends! Come 


hither 
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hither now, ye mockers, who make light of facred 
things. See, how the courage of the hardiett fails. 
Religion alone can give calmnefs and fortitude at thig 
crifis. Awful fituation! Should a fingle butt flare, 
what power could fave? Obferve how they ftare: 
watching the next wave! And, O! it comes rolling 
and roaring big with their fate! The ftoutett failar 
cries for mercy now.: But, alas, that all this fhould 
be required to bring finners to their knees!, No 
wonder if fatan tell you it is now too late: For 
who can fpeak a word of comfort to the wretch who 


has defied heaven to the laft 2 


But, O! the aftonifhing goodnefs of the Loxp. 
Againft the prayer of the deftitute he will not thut 
_his ear. In the mount of danger, furprizing mer- 
cy is difplayed. The great commander of the fea 
awakes. All nature ftands in awe. Ocean hears 
his voice. Pracz---3e STILL,---YE BOISTEROUS 
waves! The word no fooner iffues from his hea- 
venly lips, than the veffél rights again! The tem- 
pefts ceafe to roar. The boiling billows lye full 
and fleep. The feeble fhip, aftonithed to fee her- 
_ felf 
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felf ftill preferved, goes on her way rejoicihe | And 
now, let all hands join in addreffing a folemn thank= 
offering to the Almighty Sovereign of the main, 
who fpeaks;’and itis done: The feas obey his nod, 


and ftormy winds fulfil his word! 


So, jult fo, if pride; or other lufts forbid the 
chriftian to bow to the correcting rod ; fome fudden 
awful fall fhall bring him down: fhall raife a tem- 
peft in his confcience which no power in nature can 
with-ftand---and tione but the voice of Jesus can 
allay. This will lower his towering hopes, and 
{trip off the plumes in which he glittered fo gay. 
*¢ Behold he prayeth’’-=-will be the confequence. 
The heavenly pilot then fpeaks Peacs! ‘The te> 
viving heart feels the joyful found. And O, how 
_glad---how thankful---but, at the fame time, how 7 
humble--+-tender---watchful may we expect to fee 


him through the remainder of his voyage. . 


SOMETIMES, after many aftorm is weathered, and 
many a battle fought, a fingle leak comes near to 
breaking up the voyage: happy for the mariner, in 
fuch a cafe, if he is permitted £0 put in to fome. 
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fafe harbour by the way ; where he may over-hawl 
and repair his fhattered bark. And who that reads 
the Bible, does not know, that, amid the moft 
pompous reformations in tvery other point, exe 
luft {pared will fink the foul to ruin; as furely as 
one lealk will carry down the fineft fhip that ever 
floated on the waves? How neceflary, then, is it 
for every profeffor to be much in felf-examination : 
often to try the pump---to fearch daily to. the bot- 


tom---and fee that no leak remains unftopped ! 


Ar length, when ftorms have tried and fhewn 
the pilot’s fill, and ferenity proved the Sovereign’s 
favor, the fhip-men deem that they draw nigh fome 
land. The water has changed its color: and 
flights of land-birds are feen. Now every pulfe 
beats high with expectation. Eagernefs blufhes on 
every cheek, and every eye fparkles with joy. One 


gets aloft after another, and the beft glafles on 





board aretried. And when the word Lanp! Lanp! 
is heard from maft-head, what congratulations cir- 
ctilate round the company ! What joyful acclama- 
tions rife to the fies ! 
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Sucu, alfo, fhould be the chriftian’s longings for 





the defired haven: and fuch his joys at the appearance 
of thofe‘fymptoms which tell him his weary voyage 
is near its end. Nor could this fail to be the cafe 
if all were right within. What is the dread of 
death, but the language of remaining guilt? Or, 
what the fling of it, but fin fele yet lying at the 


door? 


Iv is not, however, to be forgotten, that the 
land may be in fight, and yet dangers not all over. 
Hazard is doubled when {ea-reorn is lot: How 
many have been fhip-wrecked at the mouth of the 
harbour! Another gale may yet blow. Rocks and 
quick-fands, like Scylla and Charybdis, ftand threat- 
ening on either fide---and feem to difpute the paf- 
fage into port. Elenceé many fair profeffors, who 
once over-topped and out-failed moft around them, 
at laft come fhort---mifs the entrance---and found- 
erin fight of the anchoring place! Hence, too, 
fome real chriftians, who have weathered many a 
ftorm ; by keeping a bad reckoning or a drowfy 
watch, are at the lat hour, reduced to the greatett 


{traits 


ripe ee 





ee 


























[4sen4 


{traits of their whole lives. Some by neglecting to 





heave the lead, to found their depth, before they 
were aware, have fallen among the breakers of ter- 
ror and anguifh ; and have gone to heaven by the i: 
very gates of hell. Yo this caufe chiefly we mutt 
afcribe the difference of frames among dying faints : 
while we fee fome, as poor, fhattered veffels, hard- 
ly towing into the harbour, under jury-mafts, and 
Nittle differing froma wreck : and others coming 
into port with all fails fpread----the colours of 
profeffion difplayed, and the pendant of affurance 
flying. ‘This difference, however, fhould not dif- 
may the humble penitent 3 nor form any objection 
again{t the power and reality of true religion ; for, 
like the company in Paut’s hip, how various foe-~ 
ver their manners, their comforts, or their frames, 
in one thing they-all acree: that, in the iffue, all 
fuch veffels as we have been. confidering, and ail 


that are embarked on board of them, fhall get fafe 





to land, 








Anpb, then, O how joyfully do they come ta 
anchor within the vail! How fweet.the wélcome 


that 
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that-falutes them from the walls of the heavenly 
city! How tender the embraces, the congratulati- 
ons that are interchanged between them and the 
encirclin g throng of faints and angels there!. And 
with ae ee do they join them in raifing the 


new fong of Mofes andthe Lamb! O bleffed day! 





But we rdue now take leave 
and let Aer goon pratfing their glorious pilot’s 
{kul, and re-counting the dangers which difplayed 
it; while we return to the fecond head of this fub- 


ject, namel J» to fhew that 7 


IT. To all fuch foips the hope of the Gofpei 


Serves as the fheet-anchor. 


Luis is the principal figure in the text, ‘The 
application of it is no lefs neceflary to unfold: the 
ideas of the facred writer than that of the former. 
But it.1s, much more obvious and-eafy. Our labor. 
on this head will be diminithed partly i“ the plain- 
nefs of the matter, and partly by the light refle@ted 
on it by the foregoing part of the fubjeét, As much 
has been a anticipated there, that otherwife muft have 
fallen to the thare of this fettion ef difcourfe; fo 


the 


aren cht tne set SEEESES URE EPETEE TRE SE oo Fn aE 

























3H paneisse ta HHoeteptpees sett 
ane eae 
svaTESSDEnEns 


subd satgness peer PIPERS RED ENS ESE STARTSEITE TRIE HOHE SEH 
ee 






























Las 
the neceflity of leaving time for the improvements 
demanded by this mournful occafion, will conftrain 


me to touch the reft with a lighter hand. i 


Amone the implements neceffary to be put on 
board of this metaphorical fhip, on its being rebuilt, 
ahd previous to its being fent to fea, we confider- 
ed the anchor as one of the chief. Nor will this be 
difputed by any perfon verfed in the important bu- 
finefs of navigation. What owner would confent 
to venture his fhip to fea without an anchor? What 
mariner would with to rifque his perfon on board 
one that had none?. And, if any fhould, what 
fate may he expect when on a lee-fhore, among 


rocks and breakers, in the midft of a form? 


Wuart the anchor is to the fhip, that will the 
genuine hope of the gofpel prove to the believing 
foul. The candid hearer will permit me in this 
place to refer him to the feveral fenfes in which this 
hope has already been expounded; and efpecially i 
to that fenfe to which the preference was then giy- 

P 8 


en: I mean that which confidered it as a erace 


wrought in the heart of the regenerate by the fpi- 


rit 
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cit of God; whereby he firmly expects the full en« 
joyment of eternal glory on the foundation laid in 


the gofpel. 


THe propriety of exprefling this hope by the 
figure in the text will eafily appear ;‘ if we confider 
the following circumftances wherein the refem. 


blance evidently holds. 


i. Lixez an anchor, itis formed out of the mot 
folid and durable materials; The fubftance of 


things hoped for 1s fuch as fhall out-laft all fublu- 


nary worlds ; and the fpiritual principle of vital ho-~ 


Teraeereteet 


Jinefs, of which this hope is an affential part, is 
: >] 


called in {cripture a divine nature; and if divine, 
then incorruptible and immortal. This foundnefs 
is requifite to render it a work worthy of the glori« 


ous, almighty artift who produced it,’ 


2. As the anchor is ufelefs unlefs well-faftened 
to the cable; and thereby firmly attached to the 
thip; fo the hope of glory, however bright and 
joyful, can avail nothing to the foul in the times of 


need; if it is not immediately connected with a 


gofpel_faith : 
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La47. 4) 
go/pel-faith : as by that grace alone the objett arid 
foundation of this hope is realized and chofen: 
without faith our hope degenerates into prefumpti- 
on: it will perith in the day of trial; and leave the 


hypocrite who cherithed it, a/bamed at the lait. 


3- AwncnHors fhould not be caft at random: 
care is neceffary firft to have the cable clear and 
difentangled; caution to examine whether weeds 
or wrecks are in the way, to make the anchor foul, 
and keep it from penetrating to the true bottom: 
and knowledge to difcern the difference between 
good holding-ground, and foft mud, or loofe de- 
ceitful fands. And, truly, the hope of heaven 
which is rafhly taken up in indolence,---founded: 
‘in ignorance of the truth as it is in Jefus,--or fixed 


on any fand-banks of our own works, or purpofes 


of works, will furely perith with its poffeffor in the 





day of evil The clefts of the rock---the wounds 


and fufferings of that facrificed Lamb of Gop which 
taketh away the fin of the world---is the only ground 
where we can let go the anchor of ourhope. The 
all-fufficient righteoufnefs of Curist; made over, 


and 
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[48 J 
aid imputed, by the free grace of Gob, to every 


believer, is ground that will hold when every thing 


elfe fhall prove but finking fand. 


4. AncHors, thus caft, fwim hot on the fur+ 
face of the waters: they take hold of fomething 
out of fight. And, thus, the hope we now con- 
template, enters into that within the vail ; and faf= 
tens on glories no where to be found, but in the 
Eioly of Holes in the temple on high: there it finds 
both its object, and its ground; its obje#, inaGop 
in Curis, reconciled and to be enjoyed: its ground, 
in that fullnefs of the Godhead which dwells in the 
Redeemer bodily ; and from which, by virtue of 
his perfect righteoufhefs, he derives to- every be- 
liever con{tant fupplies; according to the extent of 


his capacity and the demand of his wants. 


5. Hotprnc on fuch ground, the anchor is 
trufty and will not deceive. It was made to ride 
out every ftorm. Having fufficient fcope of cable. 
paid out, it will be found /ure and ftedfaft, in the 
firongeft current and the hardett gale. Juft fo the 


Gofpel-hope, thus founded on Curis, will fup- 


spt TT TANG 








sist arti Hie se 


SRI ER 





1 


port the foul, when all the fuperficial works of fans 




















cy, when .extacies, enthufiaftic vifions, and imax | 
gined revelations are ftruck adtift ; when hypocris« i 
fy finks, and oftentatious zeal is {wept away. The ik 
comforts fuggefted by this glorious hope will {tay i 
the fheering fhip in the hardeft flaws or moft rapid 
eddies : yes, thefé can btioy up the cable of faith 
to full affurance; that affurancé to the peace that 
pafléth all underftanding ; and this peace to the 
joy unf{peakabke and full of glory: When. frames 
have flagged; and the feeling fenfe of divine things 
is foft and gone; this hope holds faft, and by it the 
beziever rides triumphant-+:and will ride until it 
draw the veffel home with it, into that within thé 
vail: until it warp the foul away, beyond the reach 
of ftorms, altogether up to the celeftial fhore---- 
and there leave it fettled in the calm enjoyment of 


everlafting peace, 


Frames are fickle, and joys are flattering thiries 3 
but he that has this hope founded on Curist;---4 
this anchor catt according to the gofpel; need not 
fear achange: dangers cannot reach him: death 


G itfelé 





Hanna Rn EMRE RE i anal ie Te ern ae 
















itfelf can do him no harm. What the apoftle fays 





Sf charity, its fifter and infeparable companion, * 
may’ be affitmed of the gtace of hope, whether théte 
be’ prophecies, they fhall fail; whether there be 
tongues, they fhall ceafe; whether there be know- 
ledge, it vanifheth away: but hope remains as the 
anchor at the bottom: its foundation the fame in thé 
darkeft night as in the brighteft day ¢ it abides /ure 
dnd /edfaj?, amid all pofible alterations of frames 


and circumftances. 





But here, the time requires 


us to break off---and pafs to fomé ImPROVEMENT, 


Ler us all, then, be’ perfiaded to examtine whe- 
ther we have indeed begun the voyage to glory ;-4 


and if fo, how far we have proceeded in it. 


Ler’ us alfo look well to eur anchor. Is our 
hope qualified as has been reprefented ? This quef- 
tion is of the laft importance to us all. And to 
affift us in deciding upon it, the {cripture has kind- 
ly pointed out fome marks. by which a genuine gof- 
pel-hope may be difcovered. . Guided by that hea- 
venly light, we find that Lope, which is fure and 

ftedfaft,, | 
in Ds, Gee. tees, 
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“ted fatt, is the work of the divine Spirit in the heart : 


58 


it {prings from regeneration, and never goes before 
it :---it takes its rife in that illumination which 
gives the knawledge of Curis, and is never found 
without it :----it. grows out of true faith as its 
root :---it holds on by Chrift in the gofpel promife = 
---it dwells with love and every grace, and flouri- 
dghes or decays with thena :---it isa lively hope, and 
makes its poffeffors lively in all the ways of virtue 
and godlinefs : it purifies the heart, and fo purges the 
‘life from the pollutions of the world :---it {tays the 
‘foul in every trial, and keeps it fteady in the fickle- 
eft times :--it is fure and ftedfa/t, as to its found~ 
ation :---that is, not any doings of our own----nor 
tears and repentance for the want ef doings---nor 
prayers for pardon---nor refolutions of amendment 
«--hor reformations---convictions---comforts---noy 


experiences § 


But, folely, Gods free and unchanging love ta 
his people---and choofing them to life :---Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs---death---refurrection and intercefii- 
an :---the covenant of grace eftablifhed through i 


him: 
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him: ----the fulnefs of his mercy, power and grace 4 
---the prom iife and the oath of God. 


2. Let this fubject dath the prefumption of the 

formal Hypocrite—and yarnifhed Pharifee: No 

-fafe anchorage can be found without the hopé here 
defcribed, : 


3- It kindly invites the fons ef men now ta 
-eome and lay hold of this bope. It fess at before. 
them.. . It offers it moft freely to them. Why then 
will any be fo foolifh as te negleé or to defpife it 2 
Why follow lying vanities and. forfake their own 
mercy ? O; firs, your all—your eternal :all is at 
ftake! Let nothing tempt you to delay an-imme- 
diate application to the great author and foundati- 
on of this hope |. All things are now ready! The 
day of falvation is wafting—and will: foon expire t 
The voice of Gad to you is now or never! To-day, 


if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 


4. But, furely, the. faint who rides at fuch ans 
chor need not be difne ayed. It is fure and ftedfaft, 
What though death comes premature? What tho” 
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tt meets him where lover and friend is removed fag | 
diftant from him? Tis will only warp him up the 
fooner into the manfions within the veil, And that 
give better Opportunity to try his anchor and to 
truft\in Gop alone. What if the ocean muft be 
his grave ? By this. no injury can pofibly be fut. 
tained : Curisr ‘is united to the bodies of beliey. 
ers as well as to their fouls. FYis friendly eye ever 
watches over their fleeping duft; whether its bed 
be an earthy or a watery tomb. The day thall 
fhortly come, when the dead, {mall and great, fhall 
ftand before Gop, Ere long the fea fhall give up 
all the millions whom it has fwallowed. When the 

hour of diffolution is come, it is quite immaterial 

fo you whether worms or fithes devour your bo- 
dies ; for, yet in your fleth thal] you fee Gop.— 

With, what compofure ? Nay, with what joyful 

confidence ‘may a faint commit ‘his dying flefh, as 

‘well as his departing fpirit, to his living RepEE- 

mer! Fle is faithful, and will not fail to keep in 


' fafety, whatever faith commicteth to his hands ;~= 


and to fee it forth coming at that day, 
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«5. How happy the voyage here reviewed ! Hove 





ample the provifion made for it!‘ How ‘confum- 
mate the {kill and fidelity of the heavenly pilot ! 
And, how excellent the anchor that énters into that 
within the veil. To contemplate and to celebrate 


them all will be the lafting work of heaven, 


Burt the occafion demands, and. the audienca 
muft allow me to remark that, fo far as I have been 
able to difcover, the draught here made is not. the 
{ketch of an imaginary fhip—nor the journal of an 
ideal expedition! No. It is a true, though imper~ 
fe& copy of a real voyage; through a courfe of. 
fanétification, to the harbour of eternal reft: lately 
made ainong us, by a worthy fea-commander, wha 
was a beloved member of this church. With him 
my intimacy has been unbounded for many years, 
That felicity fhall I enjoy no more! No more be~ 
hold his face! But his dear idea fhall_ remain im- 
prefled on this bleeding heart: nor fhall it be era- 


fed until the day, when I hope to meet him ih his. 
beft abode! 
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Tue picture here delineated was not chimerical; 
May I not hope that you have feen it verified in 


real life; in the perfons of many of yous deceafed 


friends ? 


In one cafe, I know, the body of this numerous 


-affembly has anticipated me. Your judgments and 


your feelings have cortcurred in making application 
of the defcriptive hints above, to an eminent cha- 
racter which ftill lives, and muft live fill in the 
memtories arid heaits of all his acquaintance. Your 
minds have been whifperinig to you, as the narta+ 


tive went along; 


“Or all this, a teeent ftriking inftance is pre- 
fent to our view in a dear deceafed friend-— 


*« whoiti we have been anxioufly expecting to arrive 


“at this port; and whofe early arrival at a better 


*« —where more and better friends were looking: 


“for him, we this day ungracefully, but unfeign- 
** edly deplore. | Captain. JonatHan Parsons ; 
£E 


who finifhed his voyage through life on the 
© 99" of December latt.” 


In this application, I heartily concur with you. 


How 
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How often did the bofom of friendfhip heavé of 
his account when ftorms arofe, for twenty tedious 
winters, in which his lot has been to beat this dan= 
gcrous coaft! How anxioufly did every heart beat; 
on each threatening appearaiice in this inclement 
feafon, fince we have begun to expect him home | 
Little did we think he had got home already ; and 
arrived at the haven he moft defired :—and for 
which he has been fteering more than twerity-oné 
years. Little dreaming that he had caft anchor 
within the veil—--had warped up his happy veffel 
by it—had prefented her, with all her precious car- 
go of gifts and graces, to his glorious owner—had 
pafled his accounts—received the full wages of all 
‘his toils—and was now eternally happy in the pros 


fits of his venture ! ‘ 


Tus heavy tidings of the week paft have put an 
end to all our anxieties for him: he has doubtlefs 


Janded fafe at the New JerusaLem above. 


Hair, happy voyager! No more fhalt rolling 


billows tof thy feeble bark! The awful hurricané 
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thal {trike no more ! To thee we fondly apply the 


words of the ancient epitaph :; 


<« By Boreas’ blajfts, and Neptune's waves, 
© IT was tofsd to and fro. 

«Now, well fcapd from all eerie rage, 
<< I anchor bere below. 

« Safely I ride in triumph here, 
-& With many of our fleet ; 

“< Till fignal calls to weigh again, 

“© Our ApMiraL Curist to meet.” 


Our dear friend was launched into the turbulent 
{ea of the prefent life, at Lyme, in Conneéticut ; on 
the ost day of April, in the year 1735. He was 
early devoted to the Lord of the elements by a 
mother of fingular piety and underftanding : and 
favored as foon as poffible, with all the benefits of 
a religious education, under a venerable father *— 
than whom few were more capable of inftructing 
his auinirey ; and none more intent on their im- 
provement. His genius, however, was no hot-bed 
production :—it was flow in fhooting up: and 

H hence 





* The Reyerend. Jonatuan Parsons, late paftor of 
he church, 
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hence his pious father relinquithed the defien once 
- formed, of training him up for a learned profeffion : 


and the fon for fome yearswas employed in the 
bufinefs of hufbandry. | 


On the temoval of the family to this town, fome 
opening buds of real genius began to appears. He 
was then put to {fchool under an able and experien- 
ced mafter, ¢ yet living; and now, with us, la- 


menting his beloved pupil’s fall. 


Bur the feafon for a liberal education was elap- 
fed. Furnithed, however, with a ftock of know-. 
ledge fufficient for bufinefs, he was placed appren- 
tice to a gold-fmith ; and with him he made fuch_ 
proficiency as qualified hirn for fetting up the trade | 
by himfelf, and making a figure init. At an early 
period of life he entered into matrimonial connec-— 
tions, t in moft defirable circunnitagemes and he | 
had every domettic allurement confpiring to fix i ) 
him at homie: Sat all availed not. Gop had de- 4 

 igned 


{ Mr. Sreruen Sewaun, long a public teacher of emi- ‘ 
nent ufefulnefs in this town. a 


{ Auguft 26, 17%6. 
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figned him for a living inftru€tion and example to 
the brave and hardy fons of Neptune. And Pro- | 
vidence foon effected the divine purpofe. The ftate 
of public affairs turned the doubtful {cale, and.de- 


termined him for the fea, 


A wide theatre was now opened for the difplay 
of his real character. His thorough knowledge 
of navigation, and his ripening abilities as a feaman 
foon introduced him to the command. And that 
important ftation he continued with great dignity 


to fill, until his laft voyage was completed, 


Iw the mean time the fpirit of God was carrying 
ona work of glorious grace in his foul; whereby 
he was powerfully re-building the nature, depra- 
ved and ruined by. the fall; and fitting it out for 
the New Jerusatem. Deep and lafting were his 
agonies under legal conviction of his fin and dan- 
ger: And down to the loweft deeps they brought 
him. But, at laft, they iffued in the clear fhining 

after the rain: they. terminated in that glorious 
morning’ which 1s deftined to fucceed a dreary 
night of darknefs and of forrgw. . The native 
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[ 60 ] 
firmnefs of his male left little room to fufpect that 
his religion would turn chiefly on the paffions, or 
fancy. With leaft noife the deepeft ftreams lide 
on. For want of the fenfible communications 
which he thought he could perceive in other chrif- 
tians, he often doubted the genuinenefs of his ex- 
perience: Yet, from the time when converfion 
launched him into the ocean of trials; fo fteadily 
did he fteer by the compafs of the word; fo evi- 
dently did he appear to make confcience of every 
action ; that he exhibited a ftanding proof of the 
truth of his religion, convincing to all but himfelf. 
Eight long and difmal years he walked in darknefs, 
having no light : nor fun, nor moon, nor ftars ap- 
peared. At-length it pleafed God to manifeft him- 
felf. The day dawned. The fhadows flew away. 
The fun of righteoufnefs broke out—and he bafk- 
ed with delight in the reviving beams. The joy 
was unfpeakable ! His hope was confirmed—his_ 
anchor feemed fure and ftedfaft. He then hung 
out the flag of an open profeffion; and joined in’ 
full communion with this church. * His relation 
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of experiences then offered to you was modeft, but i 
clear: fenfible, and, at the fame time, favory and 


edifying. | iy 


Nor did he ever forfeit, or forget, thefe facred le 
engagements: and he continued an ornament to 


his profeffions to the laft. 


His reafoning powers were far above the level. 
Eis head was clear and metaphyfical. He gathered 
_knowledge from all quarters. He read books as 
well as men. For this he gave himfelf time, redeem-~ 
ed from common hours of fleep and meals :—the ear- 
ly devotions of his family, and their morning repaft 
were ufually over, when his neighbours had fcarce- 
ly quitted their pillows. The habit of rifing be- 
times afforded full {cope to devotion—to his book, 
and his pen. Of this opportunity he was fo frugal, 
that he himfelf informed me it was not unufual for 


him to read the Braise through, in a voyage. 


Wuutst the uniformity of his conduc procured 
Him from his various dependents, the reverence due 


to a father: they at the fame time trufted him as a 





counfellor and joved him as a friend. 
eb To 


SISEESE REE NOaRyerOpg oe oy geaa sere neseeesrrasres = He 
EOL ence Ce ee ee 























d 

‘To his worthy parents he acted all the. part of a 
‘moft dutitul fon, Nor did his filial piety expire 
with them. Greati have been his exertions for the 
honor of his father’s memory fince he was taken 
from his head, Witnefs the ample facrifices of his 
own intereft chearfully made, in publifhing two 
confiderable volumes of his pofthumous works :—~ 
Witnels, too, the generous addition to the provifi- 
on made in his father’s will for the fupport of his 
relict. The parents of his beloyed wife, he treat- 
ed with the fame filial regards as his own. Ten 
derly anxious for the comfort of her widowed, mo- 
ther ; he {pared no intreaties, before his laft voyage, 
to induce her to retire into his family and there to 


command all the accommodations it could furnith, 


Since his father’s death, he feemed to enter in- 
to all a father’s feelings towards his fitters and their 
houfholds. And the fraternal affeétions with which 
he treated his furviving brothers* as well as the 
widow of one deceafed ;—their feelings 6n this for- 


rowful- 


\ ‘ » “& i ‘¢ : 
* Col. Marsurieup Parsons of Lyme, in Connecticut; 

and the Hon. Samury‘Hotpen Parsons, Efm > 
formerly Major-General in the American armyzt 
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rowful parting will teftify better than any words : 1 


of mine,——————__ But, 


The fweet mixture of manly fondnefs, and ten- 
der, friendly tefpeét, which tempered his deport- 
ment towards a confort, whom he loved with all the 
conftant and growing ardour of an undivided heart - 
during a pleafing alliance of almoft: twenty-nine 
years :—-the wifdom ‘and: mildnefS which held the 
reins'of government over a numerous, rifing off- 
{pring with a fteady-hand ; while his delight in 
their prefent happinefs gave way only to his defire 
of their improvement :—The watchful eye with 
which he followed all their fteps :—T he inftructions o 
he took every opportunity to convey—the example: 
with-which thefe were fupported\—the ‘care taken 
to fecure to them the beft advantages of education. 
Thefe-all, are traits of his character over which 
my own feelings,-and the keener pains of the mour- 
ners prefent, - oblige me now to throw the veil of i 
Gilenae ae cielstiysic:£ | | | 

ce the temper and principles of: our r lamented 


friend, was feen a noble fingularity; which at once 
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t 64 J | 
‘efcaped the fafhionable vanities, and reproved the 
modifh vices of his time. In the midtt of a tor- 
rent, he ftood as a rock. Poffeffing a fhare of that 
primitive fimplicity which could not bend to finful, 
compliances ;—he fteadily trod the path of that 
ancient rigid virtue, which refufed to ftoop to anp 
thing mean; nor ventured on a ftep, without 
knowing it to be on the right line of duty... This 
fhielded him alike from the Gu and. the {corn of: 
the wicked. It either parted him from the compa- 
ny of the profane, or made-iniquity to ftop its 
mouth, while he was prefent.. Neceflity was: laid: 
on the drunkard, the impious, and the fcorner to 
reform his manners; or quit the houfe, or fhip,. 
where he had command. His crew he confidered 
as his family. Was any of them injured? His 
{hield was ready for his protection, and all his pows 
er engaged to obtain redrefs. Did a feaman ficken 
on board? He took place as the nurfe and the 
counfellor—as the chaplain and phyfician at once = 
nor would he quit that ftation ’till the occafion was 
over. The joint fupplications, in which the daily 
facrifices of his company were conftantly offered, 
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mult be attended by all on board. The peculiar 
reverence due to the Lord’s-Day, he rigoroufly ex- 
acted from all under him. Of this mark of piety 
he himfelf was fo great a pattern, that no influence 
could bring him to fail from his port during that 
holy time: and no allurements could prevail with 


him to buy or fell ’till the Sabbath was over. 


So ftri& was his known adherence to honefty 
and truth; that it was frequently found that the 
Weft-India merchant could truft to his report of 
cargoes, without-examination. No fraud was fut- 
pected where his word was given. Far from abu- 
fing this confidence, he has been known to haften 
afhore with impatience, at a late hour of the night, 
to rectify a miftake unwittingly committed by his 
merchant and mate; whereby a large fum fell in 
his own favor. ‘Though the error was unknown 
to all but himfelf; he could not confent to give 


his eye-lids to lumber, until it was rectified. 


No earthly baits could feduce him from the line 
of veracity in his tranfaétions with the cuftom- 
houfe. He reverenced an oath. He feared the 


if Gop 
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Gop that-is above. He felt the awful authority of” 
that omnifcient guide, who has declared that be wil: 
nothold that man guiltle[s. that taketh hts name tn: 
vain! Feelingly-did: he: paint out, from the prefs, 


the horrid: profanenefs. too,often committed in cuft~ 


om-houfe-oaths: but againft this heaven-daring ini- 


‘uity, now, alas! too little confidered, his. practice. 
QUIly 5 fUS.p 


remonftrated as loudly-as his pen.. 


His. benevolence-was. univerfak; but a:particu-- 
lar fympathy with.diftrefs was characteriftic of him... 
His heart kindled for the defence of the oppreffed... 
His hand was never flack in relieving affliction. — 
He feemed:rather, to fly,,than run, to remove the: 
woes, within his reach—-or to alleviate the forrowss 


which he could net remove.. 


Genrrovus and liberal in Kis habits-of thinking,, 
he treated with candor, .fentiments oppofite to his. 
own. With franknefs he owned a miftake on his. 
part ;, and with the oreateft chearfulnefs corrected. 
an error the moment he difcovered it.. Arguments 
advanced by an opponent he examined with care ;, 


and anfwered them with a precifion. of which few: 
Werég~ 
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were better mafters than himfelf. And if, on the 
whole, he could neither give nor receive conviti- 
on; he clofed the difpute by embracing-the perfon, 
while he rejected the doétrine. 


Quatirizp by thefe principles for the endear- 
ments of friendfhip, to all the delicacies of that 
union of hearts, no mind was more tenderly fenfi- 
ble than his; and none more faithful—more con- 
ftant, and amartatcle in the difcharge of all the of- 


fices it implies. 


TEMPERANCE and fobriety had long diftinguith- 
ed him among his fea-faring brethren. But no- 
thing was a more unequivocal mark of his worth, 
than that humility to which it was Owing ; that, 
like Mofes in another cafe, though hiswirtues fhone 
in the eyes ef his friends, he wift:it not himfelf.— 
This made him often prefer to himfelf the meaneft 
negro flave, whom his charity had judged a chrif- 
tian indeed. This induced him to labor with the 
church, to excufe him from the office of a ruling 
elder,when they had called him to it by unanimous 
vote: The letter he then fent to the /effox, deferves 
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to be had in remembrance with every church-officer. 
Whilft it gave vent to his feelings on this occafion, it | 
{tated his principles, defcanted on the fmallnefs of his 
experience—his infufficiency for, and confcious un 
worthinefs of that facred truft: and produced eve- 


ry objection, he could think of, againft himfelf.— 


It, however, defeated its own defign :—it was un- 
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animoufly voted, that his very objections ought to 


be confidered as his recommendation. 


To aman who, thus, made the word of Gap 
his rule, and the divine approbation, not the ap-_ 
plaufe of men, his object: to a man whofe conduct | 
fprung from that faith which worketh by love-— 
who kept Gop’s glory in view as his ultimate end, 
and atted as under the immediate infpection of his 
judge: to aman who thus endured as feeing him 


who is invifible, fortitude could be no ftranger. 


Or this noble principle, equally removed from 
cowardice on the one hand, and fool-hardy rafh-_ 
nefs on the other, he gave fhining fpecimens on 
many occalions. Witnefs, ye hardy mariners, who 
with him have ploughed the ocean, How often 


have 
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have you feen him in thofe trying feafons, when i, 
every life hung in doubt—when the weary fhip,-no | 
longer able to refift the fury of the waves, fell on — i 
her beams, and couched down under a force which | : 
fhe no more could look in the face ;—-calm and 
unmoved, as if ftationed on a rock far above the 
foaming furges’ reach, he ftood collected within, 
and unappalled by furrounding dangers. Poffef- 

fed of himfelf, with what intrepidity did he watch 








every motion of the fhip—quiet the terrors of the 
trembling crew—and check the diftracted meafures 


of defpair: animating fome, reftraining others, and 








conveying, by fignals, at the critical moment, the 
wifeft orders in every emergency! And, how, ten- 


derly affected with fo great a deliverance, he fum- 





‘moned you together, at the clofe of every ftorm ; 
and became your mouth in a joint thank-offering 
to the great Lorp of the feas, who had interpofed 
fo kindly in the crifis of danger, and preferved your 
lives from the open jaws of deftruction! You 
could hardly fay whether the compofure of the he- 
ro in the hour of jeopardy, or the melting devotion 
of the grateful faint on the removal of your fears, 


did moft engrofs your admiration. 
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Drp fortitude forfake him when dangers of ‘one 


























dort vanifhed, only to make way for others of a dif- 
¥erent {pecies ? Say, ye fellow-prifoners, who have 
ieen him ftand before his.captor—an enemy—“and 
an admiral of high rank : how firm and undifmay-~ 
ed he pleaded the caufe of his country—his owners 
-—and his men, againft the outrageous abufes of tri- 
uumphant  defpots—-~-abufes in which it is difficult 
to decide whether infolence, avarice, or inhumanity 
had the afcendant'! Happy firmnefS, to which his 
owners fometimes owed the recovery of their pro- 


perty, and his crew the faving of their lives ? 


Waist on this fubject, may I not venture ‘to 
extend the appeal to fone auditors in this aflembly 
—who have beheld shim. facing the public enemy 
ia the bloody field—and pledging his life for his 
country’s liberty? Unmoved by the horrors hov- 
ering over fcenes of carnage—undaunted by the 
iiffive weapons of death, which flew in fhowers a- 
round his head—he foucht—he animated—he led 
on his compatriots to the charge ! | 


” 


His various. ufeful publi- 





Burt I forbear. 





cations—--his numerous letters to officers in high 
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truft—his manifold exertions in favor of AMERTCx,, 
in her darkeft day of doubtful expectation—-and 
the unwavering ftability with which he perfevered, 
in all the changes-of afpects. and: of times, main- 
taining the caufe of true Lipzrry againft every 
fpecies. of encroachment from friends or foes,,both 


vallallir concur: as. 





Before and fince-the peace 
full confirmations of the juftice of his title to a 
diftinguifhed rank 


patriotic citizens of the land: which gave him birth. 


among the: moft virtuous. and. 


_ Piery and religion, however, had the throne im 
His heart. ‘This was the crown on the head of al¥ 
His virtues... Equally far from: lukewarm formality 
and oftentation on the one hand—-and from. bigo- 
try; faperttition and party {pirit on the other; the 
objects in. which all good men: could agree were c- 
“yer uppermoft in his view; and his enlarged cha- 
rity embofomed all that held:them., The doétrines. 
of chriftianity were well digefted in his mind.. The 
feriptural principles held up in the WrsTMINSTER. 
€Conression AND CatTecuisms he had ftudied 
thoroughly; he had made them: his own; and few 


excelled 
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excelled him in the talent of opening anid defending 
them, azaintt the various rifing errors of his time ; 
and efpecially againtt that arch-delufion—that firft- 


born of abfurdities the doffrine of univerfal falvation. 


Bur experimental godlinefs was, with him, the 
one thing chiefly ftudied. How did this breathe in 
all his converfations with intimate friends ? How 
did he plead its caufe in many favory and excel- 
lent letters to fuch as faw all his foul opened—and 
‘were themfelves beloved as his own foul. A num- 
ber of them are in my hands, which I cannot think 
it would be right to conceal from the public eye : 
were the publication of them duly encouraged, 
they would favor mankind with a genuine picture 


of vital religion, drawn in glowing colors, and co- 


pied from a glowing heart. 


Previous to his laft departure, many of his 
friends, as if inftigated by fome prefage of the dire 
event, warmly remonftrated againft his going to 
fea at that inclement feafon of the year. They were 
filenced by replies which fhewed that he acted 
from clear conviGtion of duty: the iffue he chear- 


fully 


sit 
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fully left with his Gop: he trufted, through Soy- 
ereign grace, he fhould not be found unprepared 
to meet his fate; and, if prepared, he confidered 


it as quite immaterial to him whether he fhould die 


at home, or abroad—at fea, or afhore. 


Very imperfect have been our accounts. of his 
laft ficknefs. From them we can colle little elfe 
than—that, whilft he lay at Point 4 pitre, a malig- 
nant fever had feized an American Captain there— 
that, our friend vifited him daily, and attended on 
him with the tendereft care, until he {aw him lodg- 
ed in the houfe appointed for all the living. Some 
time after, a fimilar fever attacked himfelf,’ on his 
paflage from St. Martin’s to Turk’s iland. He 
foon perceived the {pecies of the diftemper; and 
took early opportunities to direct his mate what 
meafures to take, both with the cargo and with 
himfelf. The fymptoms of his difeafe were vio- 
lent from the firft; and its ravages on the whole 
frame alarming: he could not, however, be per- 
_ fuaded ‘to interrupt the daily offices of family-de- 
votion with his crew, until the evening of his Jand- 
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ing on Turk’s ifland. There he was carried afhore 
with much difficulty; but finding himfelf among 
a people utter ftrangers to humanity, he chofe to 
quit the place :—early on the morning of the ag’: 

of December, he re-embarked—and proceeded to 
fea, in hopes of foon reaching fome more hofpita- 
ble fhore ;—-but—at noon he was evidently ftruck 
with death !—--And, about nine in the evening of 
the fame day—in a fweet and placid frame—gave 


up the choft i 


Persvapep from the firft that his difeafe was 
mortal, he refufed all fhare in thofe comforts which 
his anxious, diftreffed company tried to draw for | 
themfelves, from any temporary relaxations. of his 
pain. He repeatedly warned them, of to expect 
bis life; and failed not to add, tbat he did not meet 
death unprepared—that bis race was run—and he 
had not run in vain—that his will was entirely re- 
figned to tbat of bis Lora: and that, in certain ex- 
peftation of a hetter—be could willingly lay down 
this life, whenever be foould be pleafed to call for it. 


Hart, thrice happy fhade! Bleffed Voyager ! 


Well-anchored now within the veil! O what glad 
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embraces! what triumphant congratulations greet 
thine entrance into port! A father—a mother—a 
fitter and other dear relatives fent before—to wait 
and welcome thy: arrival !—Crouds of perfect fpi- 
rits ! Innumerable companies of holy angels, joy- 
fully efcorting thee to the ineffable embraces of thy 


Fore-runner—and High Prieft t 


Bur here let faith check its foaring wing. —— 
Eye hath not feen—nor ear heard—neither hath it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive what thy 
Lord had laid up, and has now conferred on. thee ! 
Reft quietly in that watery tomb, ye facred reliques. 
The day fhall fhortly come, when the fea fhall give 
up that fleeping duft ; undamaged by its Glent flum- 


bers there! Frefh as the morn—and blooming as 


the opéning flower !—But I retract the poverty of | 





{peech morn is dim—and flowers quickly fade:! 
While bodies, once the temples of the Hoty 


Guosr, now waking, fatisfied with the likenefs of 





their bleft Redeemer, thall fhine as the fun in the 


kingdom of their heavenly Father ! 


Let us, then, prepare to meet our dear depart- 


ed friend—-to fee him face- to face—-and to part 
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from him no more for ever. ’Till then, I take my 





leave in the well-known language——_ 























“ Bleft foade adieu! when a few days have run 
“* Their tedious rounds, my painful labor done ; 

“* Ripen’d for heav’n, may I refign my breath ; 

«<< And Jmile, like thee, at the grim face of death !} 
“* Foll’wing the path thy feet unwav’ring trod, 
“« May I, like thee, afcend the heavenly road, 
“« And, with thee, dwell beneath the /miles of God! 
“There, with the Jweetet intimacy fpend 

“ Eternal years, in friend{bip neer to end!” 


Tam very fenfible, the man of whom I {peak, 
was a depraved child of a depraved Adam; and 
by nature as bad as any of that race. “Whatever 
was right or amiable in him he owed, he knew he 
owed entirely, to free and Sovereign grace. And, 
at the beft eftate in which I have confidered him, 
he was, though a mature man, yet a faint in minor- 
ity. Lovely were his virtues ; but all of them im- 
perfect :—his graces real—yet not one complete in 
ftature :—Like every other faint below, he was not 
without infirmities: thefe, however, none faw fo 


foon; nor fo feverely cenfured as himfelf. But now 
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—all are vanifhed :—his robes are wathed white in 
, the blood of the Lams ! and every tear is wiped 
away by his Redeemer’s hand | 


To improve the example we have feen in this 


inftructive life and death is the bufinefs that now 


remains for us: To contribute a mite to affift there- 


in—I beg leave to clofe this melancholy fubje& 
with an apprgss 


First, To the Wipow, 


For duty calls me to turn my voice, Dear Ma- 
DAM, Sirf to you ; whom awful Providence has 
lifted, as the mournful reliét, before the Lorp and 
this affembly, on this fad occafion, 


It is froma heart pierced throu 


gh with many 
forrows, 


by that dire blow which has laid your own 
in the duft ; bleeding of’ a wound, which the ereat 


inflicter’s hand alone can heal, that thefe lamenting 


accents now break forth. Let them NoOgirritate, but 
foothe your recent woes | Sh 


Shall I, then, forbid you 
tO mourn? My feelings bid me bluth at the at- 


tem pe 
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tempt. Nature muft change ere this can be enfor- 
ced. And religion never will extirpate thofe af- 
fections which are the honor of the heart it means 
to regulate and refine. No! Tis the voice of 
Heaven which calls us now to weep. My own | 
heart feels its force: and every look feems forrow- 
ful around me.—-But, for whom may you mourn? | 
Not for your dear departed. friend. Safe beyond : 
the reach of fear or danger, he has rode out all his 
{torms : and anchors now within the veil. Can 
you lament that he has fhot the irremeable gulph 
which, fooner or later, muft be fhot by every mor- 
tal? Whilft fo many fuffer fhipwreck by the way; : 
can your heart repine that a fafe arrival at the ha- 5 
ven of all his withes has been granted to that dear | 
man; in whofe heart you have long poffefied a 
eveater fhare than all other creatures did—a greater 
fhare, perhaps, than any creature fhould ? Did all 
heaven ring with new joys at his entering within 
the veil? And fhall tears of forrows never ceafe to 
You : 





bedew your cheek on that account? 
aveep for yourfelf and for your children. Yes. And. 
this is permitted you. Remember, however, that 


& 


your 
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your forrows mutt fubmit to receive law from rea- 
fon and religion. You have loft the kindeft and beft 
of hufbands. True. Bue it was an earthly one.-- 
Thy better—thy celeftial hufband yet lives—and 
fhall live, and reign for ever! O the condefcenfion 
of that beft—eternal friendswho ftoops to take the 
place! Hark! the tranfporting found that echoes 
from the fkies! ‘ Thy Maker is thy hufband ! 
The Lorp of Hofts is his name 1? O! Ts not 
this enough ? Can pained nature ftretch a wifh be- 
yond? Be ftill then, my dear Madam; be ftill, and 
know that it is Gop. Submit at his feet. Refig- 
nation fweetens forrow. Is not this Gop your fa- 
ther too? The cup, then, which he hath given, will 
you refufe to drink? Time was when you might 
lawfully have prayed, ‘“ Father, if it be poffible, 
let this cup pafs from me.” That time is elapfed. 
Tt returns no more for ever. All that is now left 
for you is to lay your hand on your mouth. Sub- 
miffive, in the deepeft of your grief, let the filent 
language of your feat be only, ‘* Father, thy will 
be done.” Remember that, in taking as in giv- 


ing, Gop is equally juft. May he not do what 
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he will with his own? It was a precious jewel he 


So 


lent you fot atime. You had leave to poffefs it. 
every moment which the great owner purpofed 
from eternity. The time was now come when he 
had appointed it for nobler ufe. Not all the gold 
of Ophir could have bought you another hour’s 
pofieffion. And fhall you complain when: your 
borrowed comfort mutt be reftored ? Do you grieve 
to find yourlelf and your tender, little flock, left 
floating on this boifterous fea of life when he has 
quitted it ?. Take the fame divine pilot that fhap- | 
ed his courfe. He offers you his hand. Truft | 
yourfelf to-him. And to his care refien your fa- 
therlefs charge this day. Many a widow his bounty 
has fuftained. Many an orphan has been fed by 
his hand. ‘The widow’s Gon is a name Which he q 
never will deny. He glories in it. Be this name 
of the Lord your ftrong tower: In it may the F 
Gentiles fafely truft. 


- Weanzp, by this ftroke, from all on earth, fer 
your heart on heaven. Rife, and leaning on the 
gentle arm of your Redeemer, follow the great 


Fore- 
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Fore-runner———-lay afide every undue weight of 
‘trouble-2-and run the race now fet before you.--- 
ay hold on Chrift in the promifes of his cofpel. 
Learn to live by faith. In {piritual-mindednefs, 
you will find life and peace. Keep clear the an- 
chor of your hope. And, yet a little while, and 
you, too, fhall be brought to yonder heavenly 
fhore :---there to meet your dear, departed. friend, 
more dear---more lovely, and more loving, too, 

than formerly: and, with him walk hand in hand 
for ever in the bieft férene on high Come, then, 

lift up your heart--~anticipate the joy of that hap- 

Py meeting: réjoice! that your beloved has ob- 

tained all his wifhes ; while room enough is {till 

left for you alfo, to rife, in dué feafon to a fweet 

participation of all his bliG! 3 


In this work you will not be alone 3 the coun- 
fels and example of your Honored Mother will be 
your ftay in this feafon of afli@ion. Her re{fpec- 
table age forbids my calling her up by 2 perfonal 
addrefs, Nor need I make requeit to her on your 


behalf. I know the feels your forrows as her own. 
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faa! 
But thefé are the feafons for which fhe has been lay- 
ing up her precious ftores.. Prepared for fufferings 
by many years of near communion with Gop, fhe 
will now bring out of her treafure,. things new and 
old. Liften to her voice----it will drop both fup- 
port and confolation on you. Obey her dictates — 
‘athe Lorp; follow her fteps---and cherifh her 
old age.. And may the Lorp perfect what conttih» 


eth. you.. But 


give Let fuch of his DEAR CHILDREN. as are 


capable of underftanding counfel, or of feeling the 





occafion of it, be perfuaded, now, to paufe— 
and ferioufly to reflect that, whilft many children of 
your years,.are curfed with fathers who leave them 
uninftructed, as the wild: affes colt ; and fet them 
examples. diretly tending to toll them down to def- 
ftru€tion: it pleafed Gop to diftinguifh you with 
one who chearfully fpent his life to fecure you edu- 
cations.. Ele fpared no pains to fit you for filling 
ufeful fpheres on earth; but his chief defire was to 
fee you prepared for the blifs within the veil. ‘This 
was his great objecty. On it his heart {till dwelt.-~. 
Often 
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Often have I heard: the declaration from his lips, 


that he wanted nothing for. you but a good educa- 


tion---a virtuous life, andthe {pecial grace of Gop 





that. this would give him infinitely more joy 
than any temporal elevations in-riches or in rank = 
and that he had rather follow you to the grave than 
live to fee you defeat thefe kind defires. 


| Bur, now, alas! your earthly euardian is gone ! 
‘Your friend and director is no more! Thefe trufty 
lips, fealed in death, will never warn----will never 
counfel---will never perfuade you again! My heart 
bleeds for you. O, confider, what means this aw- 
ful ftroke ? Why is the ftay of infancy, and cuide 
of youth fhatched from your head at the time when 
moft you needed him? Perhaps to teach you be- 
times to ceafe from leaning and living on creatures. 
May this fudden drying of the ftream, effectually 
commend the {pring of all comforts to your choice! 
“And thall not the breaking of created cifterns lead 
us to.draw our fupplies directly from the fountain 
of living waters? Warned, by frequent inftruati- 


ons from your father himfelf, that though Gop is 


pleafed 
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pleafed to ufe inftruments for fupport and fafety--- 
he did not need them; you are now to know it by 
your own experience. Experience has now begun 
to teach you, that God can lay afide the moft pol- 
ifhed weapons without fpoiling his work. Now 
you are left naked on hts own hands: O+ dedi- 
cate yourfelves entirely to his fervice. Let this. 
capital bereavement make you realize the fhortnefs_ 
of your own day : and lead you to begin, 1 in earn- 
the 


night of darknefs, when none can work. Ah! how 





eft, to, prepare for the approaching night— 


foon, from the moft flattering circumftances, were 
you whelmed in woes beyond remedy ! How early 
has the fatal archer levelled his dart to thin your 
‘own numbers. Lenjent were thefe painful alarms, 
compared to this. This has laid the axe to the 
root of the tree: and at one ftroke reduced, you to 
the mournful ftate of orphans ! While I feel all the 
_agonies of fympathy with your affliction, fuffer me, 
my dear young friends, to remind you how early 
your pious father devoted you to God: how pre- 
cious the example he fet before you : how unwea- 
ried the pains he took for your inftruction: what 


vboicforse precepts: what fervent prayers he be- 
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ftowed on you: and how chearfully he, at laft, 
committed you to the care of his Lorp !---What 
then ? ——- Then, 





Fr any of you have indeed learnt his religions 
and begun to exercife the hope that is the anchor 
of the foul, here heaven calls you, now to take up 
your father’s falling mantle----and follow him 
wherein he followed the great Fore-runner. and 
the Pilot of his courfe. To the Father of the fa- 
therlefs I would now commend you. He is a fa- 


ther that cannot die. Be his children indeed. 





Keep nearer than ever. to him now, in obedience 
and communion: and nearer to each other in bro- 
therly love. Now let your light fhine. Shew the 
truth of your religion. Let your converfation be 


“in heaven. Live above the creature. 


Be zealous 
and hearty in the caufe of Gop; that caufe which 
your father pleaded to the death. By every filtal 
attention and by every tender refpeé, ftudy to com- 
_ fort and fupport your difconfolate mother, and ho- 
nored grand-mother. And, chcofing thus the 
things that are excellent, you need not fear: You 


fhall not lack any good. The Lord will not fail 
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to be a father to. you. now---nor ceafe. to be yout 


portion for ever, But 


Ir any of you are yet out of Curist, to my 
earneft, prayers. for you, let me fubjoin a folemn 
_ entreaty: Let me conjure you, in the name of your 
father’s Gop, that ye delay no longer to furrender 
yourfelves to Curist, and return to his fervice :-- 
‘Why. fhould the facred duft of your. loving father 


rife mournfully to -atteft your guilt at yonder 





dreadful bar? Should you ftill live without Gop 


.in the world, your pious father will be clear of your 





blood at that day. But, ah! how will you bear 
_to meet him face to face? How. {land to hear him | 
publickly rehearfe all the tender admonitions—the 
melting tears---the ardent prayers he has fpent up- 
on you? The awful rebuke you feel this day :--- 
the rebuke which has {tripped you of fo wife a par- 


rent, in the very prime of his capacity for ufeful- 


Tra 
t 


nes, calls loudly for confideration. Methinks it. 





points you back to the privileges now cut off— 
and forward to the day when you muft reckon for’ 
them all. O, be perfuaded, then, to hear the rod, 


and flee from the wrath to come! Hark! Loud is 
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ee | 
the knock now at the door of your hearts! Open 
it now, and Curist will now come in-and make 
up in himfelf all you ever loft in creatures----and 


all you ever can. 


3°": May I not befpeak the ear of the diftreffed 
BrorHers anD Sisters of, my friend, together 


with their little growing trains ? 


Wuue I ftand before you, as a mouth for a de- 
parted relative whom ye very highly valued, you 
will liften as to him from whofe lips many a ferious 
and important counfel has been offered to you---~ 


but to whofe friendly voice you fhall never liften 





more. - 


{r is but a little while, fince it pleafed the right- 
eous Ruler of the world to {natch from your la- 
menting eyes a moft beloved fitter ; whofe memory 
will ftill be dear to all her virtuous acquaintance. 
A fhort interval of refpite was indulged you :--and 
behold another breach---wide as the fea! Ah!--- 
wherefore does the Lord thus contend? Had the 
voice of the former call died upon the ear----and 


ceafed to make impreffion? Had your refolutions 
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to improve. that rod become abortive? Had the 
fruit, which once budded on it, withered and fallen 
off before it was ripe? O repent, embrace an of- : 
fered Saviour, and bow fubmiffion to that Almigh-_ 
ty Sovereign ; who, thus unexpectedly, has once 
more ftripped the ¢rown from your heads! Think, 
on whorn of your femaining numbers muft the lot, 
next, fall. Long’ has your deceafed brother been 
Methinks I fee. 


him this day beckon to you from his watery tomb ! 





preaching to you by his life 


The power of that réligion which he éxémplified 
till then, you. now behold him witnefs and difplay 
in the honeft hour of death. Hafte, then; pur 
fue his fteady courfe: follow him in all the paths 
of holinefs---improve this eall----you can hear but 
one louder: O! reft not; until, with equal evi- 
derices, you cah adopt the emphatic language of 
your expiring friend, faying, as the curtain drops, “I 
¢° do not meet death unprepared---nor look it in the 
« face with terror.” And thus may you all be rea- 
dy to meet, and join him on the enchanting banks 
of the river of the water of life; which runs ne 
the midft of the Paradife of God. | 
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eral, and particularly his brethren the ruling-elders - 
this day toenter into the moft ferious. refearches af- 
ter the catife of the repeated frowns of heaven upon 
us. How many'of our moft ufeful members are 
_ now laid afide by infirmities of body, or of mind ? 
Flow many have lately been called away by death? 
| How do the ways of Zion mourn? My brethren, 
fhould not our Hearts now tremble for the ark of 


Gop? On the right hand, behold a horrid groupe 





_ of errors, like their father, rearing their brazen front 
---opening their mouths againft heaven, and with 
blafpheming tongues walking through the earth--- 


{paring nothine facred:to Gop or important to man 
o ren) ) 


---all led on by that vain philofophy to which the 
preaching of the crofs has ever been foolithnets a 
and abetted by that wifdom of this world which 
knew not Gop! On the left, fee multitudes leay- 
Ing their firft love----forfaking the word and ordi- 
nances of Curist---wearying of the fervices of the 
Sabbath and fanctuary----degenerating firft 


| doubts---then i into oppofition to revealed truth---~ 








and at laft, to infidelity and indifference about any 


religion atall: and many of them left to fall foully, 








becoming 
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becoming ftumbling blocks in Zion---and awfukex- 





amples of total and final apoftacy !---In the midf, 
a generation of profeffors who love the world more 


than Gop 





conform to every prevailing tafte--- 
and greedily hunt every rifinge fafhion :---content 
with a name to live----making religion only a bye- 
bufinefs---obliging it to bend to humour, caprice, 
or temporal advantage---having a {canty form of 
godlinefs ; but practically denying the power there- 
of !---While the few. names in our Sardis, who have 
not defiled their. garments, are fighing for the abo- 
minations which they, are daily compelled to. hear : 
and, crying, O.!. that our heads were waters and eur 
eyes fountains of tears ;, that we might weep them 


all aut for the flain of the daughter of our people. ! 


Tue figns of the times are tremendous. The 
voice crieth from on high, O! earth, earth, earth, 
hear the word of the Lord! Hearken now to his 
voice on the waters. He calls, to-day, from thofe 
ways’ of his which are in the deep. -If thefe things 
are done on the green tree, what fhall be done on 
the dry ?. The fudden flight of fo many doves to 
their windows befpeaks a ftorm at hand. O! where 


are you now---who were wont to wreftle and ob= 
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L ora 
tain the bleffing ?. Why join ye not in concert for 
folemn, earneft prayer, that the Lord would fudden« 


dy come into his temple, and revive his work in the 
























‘midft of the years? Did Jonah’s mariners in the 
{torm cry every man to his God? And fhall chrif. 
tians fit ftill, while the thip of the church is nearly 
| foundering > Rife, firs---cry---wake the pilot with 
a Lord, fave us, we perifh! By thefe deaths your 
hands are weakened, whil{t the-work is encreafing | 





Gird up, then, the leins of your minds. Lift up 
the hands which hang down. Work, while it ig 
day. “he night cometh ! 


Ove thing, however, may be mentioned forthe 
encouragement of Zion’s ftiends---and for the ho- 
nor of Zion’s. God; religion has- received frefh 
proofs by fome of. the inftances of mortality which 
have lately. happened. among “us... Here we fee a 
tender youth, the elde& fon, the darling, and the 
hope of a very refpectable family---after a life Gn= 
gularly amiable---thoroughly awakened, and hope- 
fully brought home to Curust in the time of a lin- 
gering illnefs---fweetly refigning himéelf to his Re- 
deemer’s hand----calny and compofed, in the laft 


mements, declaring, with lips quivering in death, 





see 





Roe: J 


that lreenjoyed the peace ef God which-paffeth all 




























underftanding !*——There we hear -a:feeble, tim- 
id:female, + in the jaws of death triumphing inthe 
Jove of | Chrift---and entering the harbour with‘ full 
fail }4--»And, in the dear friend’ whom we. now ‘la- 
ment, behold another’s magnanimous witnefs for 


Let us praife 





religion rifing among the waves ! 
the gracious Author of all good, for thefe renewed 


arguments in favorvof vital piety: and’O fet us-all 





rife up, and follow them’ to that happy {hore—— 


where glittering: robes and flarfy crowns await the 


A 
/ 


aint that overcometh ! 


sty. The refpcétable Gentlemen of the’ Honored 
Marine Society, who appear as mourners on 
this occafion, will be pleafed: kindly to bear with 
me; whilit I condole with them on the lofs of ‘a 
worthy member of their corporation, and, one of thé 


firft founders of that ufeful and laudable inftitution. 


. My benored Frienps, 
Tue dear brother, whom we this day deplore, 
thought himfelf happy in his connexion with you. 


His lofs, 1 know, is fenfibly felt on your part :--- 


* Mr. Wirriam Coomss, jun. who died Jan. 7, 1785 j-etat.’ 18. 
T Mrs, Merry Smitn, who died Dec, 26, 17843 atat 32. 
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ftruck off your lift ashe was in the midi of his 
tifefulnefs, A man of ‘his public fpirit---generofity 
.-~and readinefs ‘to every good work could not fail 
to pleafe a body of your known tafte---and would 
‘be an‘honor'to any Socrery. ‘Whilft your hands 
‘aré'weakened “by the lofs of five of your members 
in the’fpace of fourteen months---we cannot won- 
der-that you feel’ and mourn the bereavement of 
this day. "We have, I fear, but few fuch mariners 
now ta lofe, May the Giver of life fpare that 
happy few: and profper their zealous endeavours 
to profecute the worthy ‘and generous defign of 
your fociety’s formation ; to the great improvement 
of navigation—the relief of the diftrefled and the 
laftine and general emolument of mankind. May 
his grace prepare every member of your refpected 
body, as well as thofe of the marine Jjire-fociety, to 
which our friend lately belonged, for finifhing their 
voyage through. life:as he did; and for anchoring 
along fide of him in due time, in the czleftial har- 


bour within the veil! 


6": The Sza-CoMMANDERS in general, here 
prefent, are fpecially concerned in this lamented 


ftroke. Among fo refpectable a clafs of men, I 
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hope there are not wanting, a goodly numbety 
whofe own experience fhews that firm virtue and 
> genuine piety are not incompatible with a mariner’s 
calling. The charaGter I have-here fet before you 
was an illuftrious proof of this. It ftands for an 
example to his furviving brethren ;—that nane may 
aefpair of maintaining all the decorum of morality, 
and all the honors of religious worfhip, among the 
moft unruly crew; if honeftly refolved to make a 
point of doing fo. And happy, O! how happy 
would be the influence of fuch regulations on board 
of fhips, if they fhould once become fafhionable ! 
To this great end, I conjure every thip-mafter to 
contrbute hismice: Let not your friend’s example 


ftand alone: nor himfelf be conftrained, at the laf 


A. 
“< 
ct 


o appear a fwift witnefs againft any of. you ; 
as he furely will azainft thofe who fhall continue 


b a 
to ACQiect It. 


zy" Mourn, ye Sattors all, who once were 


his acquaintance. Nor thall) ye mourn without a 
-caufe. In this death you have fuffered an effential 
lofs. There lies the man.who defended your rights 
—who refeued your profeffional chara@ter from the 
brand of univerfal impiety—and who, by his own 


practice pointed out to you the ftraight courfe to 
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E99" 
heaven. O! that you-might all rife up aS one man. 
—and fteer after him. Fhen, when your fisrms are 
numbered and finifhed, you would find your old 
friend, among the foremoft, to hail, and welcome 


t 


you to the port of endlefs joy, 


give IT would now put a period to this difcourfe 
by addreffing a word, in the laft place, to his be- 


loved Suip-Marers rn wis Last VOYAGE. 


_ Your affection for your late commander—your 
tendernefs of him in his laft illnefs—and the erief 
you difcovered at parting with him—do honor to 
your judgment and fenfibility.. In him you. have 
loft a captain and a father at ence: one who never 

7 failed in his care for your comfort and fafety: but, 
: was doubly careful of your {piritual interefts. To. 
_ live fo long under his eye was your great privilege. 

May I not hope it has left an indelible imprefs on 

your hearts—that you never will forget the advices 

and example he fet before you—and that, allured 

to virtue and religion by thefé means, you may be 

jewels in his crown at the great, decifive day? O! 

confider your obligations now. Death had a com- 


miffion to execute on board among you. One mutt 








be taken, and another left, Why fell not the awful 
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Jot on you? But, ifit had, where? Ah! where-had ae 
this day ‘ound you? Jf ftrangers to that power of #3 
vital goclinefs; which, beginning in ‘his regenera Hi 
tion, fupported your late mafter in‘a life of holinels: 
even to the end; you would now. have been’ in= 
gulphed in the lake of fire !—-Yes—weeping and 
wailing and gnafhing your teeth in an eternal, night, 
of outer darknefs—--in which, nor. moon, nor 
ftar fhould ever be found to glimmer on your tor- 
mented fouls with one poor, pitiful ray !—A night 
of unceafing tempett fhould have now begun to beat 
upon you! “The tempelt of Jehovah’s wrath! All” 
his waves fhould-roll'in, and all his billows thould 
be making a free paffage over your helplefs, thip= 
wrecked fouls, world without end!!! 

~ Q! then adore the merciful hand that fpared yous: 
rour captain in the loweft deeps, Klee to 
Jelus now : pay away full fcope of the. cable of faith, 
Now cait the gucbor of all your hope on CHRIST, 
the eternal rock; fo that, like your dear deceafed f 
friend, you may find it, indeed, an anchor of the foul 
-~--jure and fiedfaft ; firk entering atfelf; and at laft 
warping you altogether up to.that within the vétle 
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